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“In 1494 a man who had crossed the Atlantic in a large ship returned home to amaze those whom he 
had left behind with tales of a new world full of ‘marvels’....As they listened with rapt attention, the 

voyager told of things undreamed of, plants and animals and most of all strange peoples whose 
uncanny customs, costumes, and beliefs astonished all who heard him....” 

   The Norton Anthology 
 
 
Dr. Linda Woodson 
9:15-10:45  MTWRF 
MH 2.02.06 
Office:  MB 2.0470 
E-mail (preferred to telephone):  Linda.Woodson@utsa.edu 
Office Hours:   11:00-11:30 TR    
                          Others by appointment 
 
The course will focus on readings and discussions of representative works of American literature from the 
pre-Colonial period to 1865. It completes one of the three required courses from British Literature I and II 
and American Literature I and II for students majoring in English. 
 
Requirements: In addition to the readings, you may expect one shorter examination (20%), a mid-term 
examination (40%), and a final examination (40%).      
 
Text: The Norton Anthology of American Literature, Shorter 7th Ed., Vol. I, Beginnings to 1865  
 
Class Organization:  The class will combine lecture, discussion, and some group activities. 
 
Policies:  Class attendance is mandatory, as well as prompt arrival and no early departure.  Lack of 
participation (more than 4 absences) may cause you to fail the course.  If you decide to stop coming to 
class, be sure to take care of a withdrawal online or by telephone.  If you are still on my roster at the end of 
the semester, I am required to assign an F. 
 
July 5 is the last day to withdraw from an individual course and receive an automatic grade of W. 
 
Support services, including registration assistance and equipment, are available to students with 
documented disabilities through the Office of Disabled Student Services (DSS), MS 2.03.18. 
I will not report grades by telephone, fax, or email, nor will the ECP office staff.   
 
 
University Academic Dishonesty Policy:  Any student who commits an act of scholastic dishonesty is 
subject to discipline. Scholastic dishonesty includes but is not limited to cheating, plagiarism, collusion, the 
submission for credit of any work or materials that are attributable in whole or in part to another person, 
taking an examination for another person, any act designed to give unfair advantage to a student or the 
attempt to commit such acts. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Roadrunner Creed 
 

The University of Texas at San Antonio is a community of scholars, where integrity, excellence, 
inclusiveness, respect, collaboration, and innovation are fostered. 
 
As a Roadrunner, 
 
I will: 
 

• Uphold the highest standards of academic and personal integrity by practicing and expecting fair 
and ethical conduct; 

• Respect and accept individual differences, recognizing the inherent dignity of each person; 
• Contribute to campus life and the larger community through my active engagement; and 
• Support the fearless exploration of dreams and ideas in the advancement of ingenuity, creativity, 

and discovery. 
 
Guided by these principles now and forever, I am a Roadrunner! 
 

The University of Texas at San Antonio Academic Honor Code 
 
A. Preamble  

The University of Texas at San Antonio community of past, present and future students, faculty, 
staff, and administrators share a commitment to integrity and the ethical pursuit of knowledge.  
We honor the traditions of our university by conducting ourselves with a steadfast duty to honor, 
courage, and virtue in all matters both public and private.  By choosing integrity and 
responsibility, we promote personal growth, success, and lifelong learning for the advancement of 
ourselves, our university, and our community. 

 
B. Honor Pledge 

In support of the ideals of integrity, the students of the University of Texas at San Antonio pledge: 
 

“As a UTSA Roadrunner I live with honor and integrity.” 
 
C. Shared responsibility 

The University of Texas at San Antonio community shares the responsibility and commitment to 
integrity and the ethical pursuit of knowledge and adheres to the UTSA Honor Code. 

 
 

	   	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Class Schedule 
All page numbers refer to the Norton Anthology. 

I reserve the right to change the reading assignment when I need to for the benefit of the class.  Plan 
time for your reading each day, and try not to fall behind and then have to catch up.  Our class 
periods will be devoted to discussion of our reading.  Plan to participate.  I’ll guide the discussions, of 
course, but we’ll be learning from each other.  You’ll gain more from the class by interacting, and 
one thing I think you’ll discover is that my openness to your ideas is never a pretense. 

 
 

June 
4 

Introduction to course  

5 18-21; 27-28; 30-36; 54-57 “Iroquois Creation Story”;  Columbus: “Letter to Ferdinand”;  
from The Relation of Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca;  “A 
Description of New England”  

6 98; 106; 108ff; 136; 141 Anne Bradstreet:  “Prologue,” “The Author to Her Book,” “To 
My Dear and Loving Husband,” “Here Follows Some Verses 
upon the Burning of Our House.”  Edward Taylor:  “Meditation 
8,” “Upon a Wasp Chilled with Cold” 

7 194-205 Jonathan Edwards:  “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God” 
8 214-216; 217-218; 226-231 Red Jacket:  “Speech to the United States Senate;  Tecumseh:  

“Speech to the Osages”;  Benjamin Franklin:  “Remarks 
Concerning the Savages of North America” 

11 220-226; 293-300 Benjamin Franklin:  “The Way to Wealth”;  John Woolman 
“From the Journal of John Woolman” 

12 First Short Exam  
13 320-324; 332-338 Crevecoeur:  “Letter IX;  Paine:  The Crisis, No. 1 
14 357-368; 376-378; 383-387; 

388-389 
Equiano:  The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah 
Equiano 

15 416-419; 420-429 Freneau:  “The Wild Honey Suckle,”  “The Indian Burying 
Ground,” “On the Religion of Nature”;  Wheatley:  all poems 

18 456-466 Irving:  Rip Van Winkle 
19 469-475 Cooper:  from The Last of the Mohicans 
20 Review  
21 Mid-term Examination  
22 492-500; 550-565 From Nature;  “The Poet” 
25 605-614; 622-631 Hawthorne:  “Young Goodman Brown”;  “The Minister’s Black 

Veil”   
26 679-688; 689-701 Poe:  “Ligeia”;  “The Fall of the House of Usher” 
27 767-776; 787-799 Stowe:  from Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
28 805-815; 818-825 Jacobs:  from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 
29 829-834; 840-844; 886-896 Thoreau:  from Resistance to Civil Government;  from Walden 
July 
2 

1011-1016; 1020-1023; 
1055; 1057-1062; 1071-1077 

Whitman:  from Song of Myself; “Crossing Brooklyn Ferry”; 
“When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” 

3 #122, 236, 320, 340, 355, 
372, 479, 591, 620, 1263—
from pages 1201-1222 

Dickinson 

4 Independence Day Holiday  
5 1093-1118 Melville:  Bartleby, the Scrivener 
6 1093-1118 Melville:  Bartleby, the Scrivener 
9 1191-1196 All Harper poems 
10 Review  
11 7:30-10:00 am Final 

Examination 
 

 
 



 


